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Governor McDonnell Signs New Legislation to Benefit Consumer- Members of Virginia’s Electric Cooperatives
Co-ops Now Can Offer Options for Prepaid Service and Purchase of Renewable Energy

(Richmond, Va., July 29) Governor Bob McDonnell and leaders of Virginia’s electric cooperatives assembled at the State Capitol today for the ceremonial signing of legislation passed by the 2010 Virginia General Assembly to benefit consumer-members of Virginia’s 13 electric cooperatives.
House Bill 88 authorizes Virginia’s electric cooperatives to offer their members the choice of pre-paying for electric service. House Bill 92 allows the co-ops to offer 100 percent green   power in the form of renewable energy certificates (RECs) for those members who wish to purchase them.

“Over a million Virginians depend on their not-for-profit electric cooperatives for their energy needs,” said Governor McDonnell. “Both of these important legislative initiatives have one goal: giving co-op consumer-members more choices. HB 88 puts more control in the hands of the consumers by providing the choice of how and when they pay their electric bill. HB 92 accelerates the use of renewable energy in the Commonwealth by making it easier for those who wish to purchase green energy to do so. I applaud the members of the General Assembly for passing these bills and I am pleased to have this opportunity to sign them into law.”

“In these uncertain economic times, this new voluntary prepay option gives our consumer-members more flexibility and control over their energy use and their finances,” said Jackson E. Reasor, president and CEO of the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association (VMDAEC), which sponsored the legislation. “This new option is similar to prepaid cellular phone plans, and may eliminate the need for security deposits, reconnection and other similar fees.”
“The legislation that allows Virginia’s electric cooperatives to offer   Renewable Energy Credits was initiated at the request of many of our consumer-members,” Reasor noted. “While 100 
(more)
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percent green energy is simply not available throughout the state 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, purchasing RECs allows consumers to purchase green energy at an approved tariff from 100 percent renewable resources.”
 “We greatly appreciate the commitment and work of Delegate Terry Kilgore, who patroned both HB 88 and HB 92, and Delegates Ben Cline, Tom Gear, Tim Hugo, Lynwood Lewis, Chris Peace and Mark Sickles who co-patroned these bills in this year’s General Assembly,” Reasor said. 
As all 13 electric cooperatives serving Virginia are separate and independent utilities, each cooperative must submit a formal request to the State Corporation Commission (SCC) and be approved to offer the voluntary prepaid metering option and the sale of Renewable Energy Credits to its consumer-members. “A number of Virginia’s electric cooperatives have already begun this process,” Reasor said.

About VMDAEC

Founded in 1944, VMDAEC is the trade association of the 13 not-for-profit electric cooperatives that serve Virginia and the three co-ops that serve the neighboring states of Maryland and Delaware. Based in Glen Allen, VMDAEC provides its member cooperatives with employee, director and safety training; governmental relations and legislative support; and communications services, including the publishing of Cooperative Living magazine.

Cooperatives serving Virginia are: A&N Electric Cooperative, Tasley; BARC Electric Cooperative, Millboro; Central Virginia Electric Cooperative, Arrington; Community Electric Cooperative, Windsor; Craig-Botetourt Electric Cooperative, New Castle; Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, Chase City; and Northern Neck Electric Cooperative, Warsaw.

Also, Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative (NOVEC), Manassas; Powell Valley Electric Cooperative, Jonesville; Prince George Electric Cooperative, Waverly; Rappahannock Electric Cooperative, Fredericksburg; Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative, Mt. Crawford; and Southside Electric Cooperative, Crewe.
For more information, visit www.vmdaec.com or www.co-opliving.com . 
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