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Kappatos Receives Electric Co-op Leadership Award

Former Old Dominion Electric Cooperative Executive Honored by Trade Association

(Annapolis, Md.) Konstantinos N. “Gus” Kappatos of Richmond, Va. has been presented the 2010 Electric Cooperative Leadership Award by the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives (VMDAEC) .
Kappatos, who served more than 20 years as a senior manager at Old Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC), was honored at a special luncheon held during the VMDAEC’s annual membership meeting in Annapolis, Md. on July 26.

In presenting the award,  Jackson E. Reasor, president and CEO of VMDAEC and ODEC, praised Kappatos for his “over 30 years of strong leadership to the energy industry and to electric cooperatives, including stellar service with the Rural Electrification Administration, and most especially for his outstanding tenure of more than two decades with Old Dominion Electric Cooperative, during which time he helped transform ODEC from a paper organization into the nationally known and respected $2 billion generation-and-transmission cooperative that it is today.”
Reasor further lauded Kappatos “for his foresight, persistence and professionalism in helping ODEC assemble a strong and diversified portfolio of generation resources” including purchasing a minority 11.6% interest in the North Anna Nuclear Power Station, building and owning half of the Clover Power Station, and building three combustion-turbine peaking  facilities “thus establishing a foundation that continues to provide ODEC member systems with reliable and affordable sources of electricity.”

Kappatos was also cited “for his extraordinary skill in recruiting and mentoring a highly professional, skilled staff of employees, thus leaving a proud legacy of individuals who continue 
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to follow his principles, strategies and work ethic to build an even stronger organization.”

Born in a rural village in Greece, Kappatos left home and joined the Greek Navy, serving aboard the Royal Family Yacht. After the monarchy was overthrown, he and his family escaped to England and Kappatos enlisted in the Merchant Marine.  In 1969, he emigrated to the United States and enrolled at Virginia Tech, earning a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering in 1974. He earned his master’s degree in electrical engineering at George Washington University while working as a system planning engineer at the Potomac Electric & Power Company in Washington, D.C. 

Kappatos joined the United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Electrification Administration (REA) in 1978. In late 1983, he moved to Richmond, Va. to become manager of engineering and operations at Old Dominion Electric Cooperative.  At ODEC, he moved up the ranks to become senior vice president of power supply planning and retired as senior advisor to the president and CEO in 2006. He and his wife Anne are the parents of a daughter, Nichole and a son, Christos, and reside in suburban Richmond.
About ODEC

ODEC is a generation-and-transmission cooperative that provides wholesale power to 11 local member electric distribution cooperatives in Virginia, Maryland and Delaware. ODEC and its member systems are not-for-profit electric cooperatives that are owned by their member consumers and serve over one million consumers throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. For more information, visit www.odec.com .
About VMDAEC

Founded in 1944, VMDAEC is the trade association for the 16 consumer-owned not-for-profit electric distribution cooperatives that serve Delaware, Maryland and Virginia.  The Glen Allen, Va.-based Association provides its member cooperatives with employee, director, and safety
education and training, government relations and legislative support, and communications 
services, including the publishing of Cooperative Living magazine.  For more information, visit www.vmdaec.com or  www.co-opliving.com.
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