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Virginia’s Electric Co-ops Honor Retired Richmond Attorney

And Civic Activist

Urchie B. Ellis Named 2009 Unsung Virginian

 (Richmond) Urchie B. Ellis, a retired corporate attorney and volunteer civic and consumer advocate from Richmond, is the recipient of the 42nd annual Unsung Virginian Award presented by the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives (VMDAEC).
The award, which honors a dedicated citizen for services rendered to the Commonwealth without thought of personal gain, was presented at a luncheon held in honor of Ellis at the Omni Hotel in Richmond on January 26.

In honoring Ellis with the 2009 Unsung Virginian Award, Jeannette S. Everett, board chair of Community Electric Cooperative, Windsor, Va., and VMDAEC chair, praised Ellis “for embodying throughout his life a dedication and deep devotion to his fellow citizens…through his efforts to defend and protect their rights and assure all are treated with justice, honor, and fairness” and “for assuming the pioneering role of a consumer advocate decades before the term was coined.”
Everett also spoke of Ellis’ “broad and deep record of civic involvement, including serving as arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association and the Better Business Bureau of Richmond, as a hearing officer for the Supreme Court of Virginia, as a member of the state rail advisory committee for the Virginia Department of Transportation, and as vice chairman and counsel for the Richmond Regional Planning District Commission.”
(more)
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Ellis was further cited for his “untold hours” devoted to representing the interests of his fellow citizens before the Virginia General Assembly, the Commonwealth Transportation Board, the Commission on Electric Utility Deregulation, the State Corporation Commission, the Richmond City Council and other governmental entities. 

Joining Everett in honoring Ellis were Virginia Delegate Franklin P. Hall (D-69th District); Judge Preston C. Shannon, retired commissioner of the Virginia State Corporation Commission; Richard L. Beadles, director of the Virginia Rail Policy Institute; Kent D. Farmer, president and CEO of Rappahannock Electric Cooperative; and Jackson E. Reasor, Jr.., president and CEO of VMDAEC and Old Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC).
Born in Wilmington, N.C., Urchie B. Ellis graduated from Calumet High School in Chicago. After three years of active duty as an officer in the U.S. Army, he returned to the University of Chicago where he earned his undergraduate and law degrees. After working in the legal departments of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in North Carolina and the Illinois Central Railroad in Illinois, he moved to Richmond to become general counsel of the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac (RF&P) Railroad in 1961. He retired as a vice president of RF&P on December 31, 1986.
Ellis and his wife of over 60 years, Joyce, are the parents of three children, Urchie B. Ellis, Jr., Robert A. Ellis and Joyce Ellis Traywick. The couple has six grandchildren.

The Unsung Virginian Award was established in 1968 and is presented annually by the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives (VMDAEC). Nominations for the award are solicited from the members of the 13 electric cooperatives that serve Virginia.  Urchie B. Ellis was nominated for the award by members of Rappahannock Electric Cooperative in Fredericksburg, Va.

Founded in 1944, VMDAEC is the trade association of the 16 not-for-profit member-owned electric cooperatives that serve the three-state Mid-Atlantic region. It provides safety and employee training, communications, governmental relations and other services to these cooperatives. It is headquartered in Glen Allen, Va. For more information, visit www.vmdaec.com.
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